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set of rabbits received 100 jug of hexavalent vaccine in CFA subcutaneously as an initial injection 
< y — and-then-booster-mjections-of^ 



obtained prior to the first injection and at 2-week intervals thereafter.— 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 14, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 



« Figures 7A and 7B show a nucleic acid sequence (SSQ ID NO: 15) and 
predicted amino acid sequence (SEQ ID NO:16) of a hexavalent M protein vaccine,— 



In the Claims: 



follows 



Please amend claims 12, 15-17, 19, 21, 23, 27, 36-38, 40, 42, 44, 54, and 56 to Tead as 




12. 



/ comprises at least two immunogenic polypeptides/the gci 



(Twice Amended) A recombinant fusion polypeptide, comprisij 
a multivalent immunogenic yportion wherein the^owwrillriogenic portion 

spfiSes comprising at least 10 amino 
acids and capable of eliciting an immune r^poilseagainst Group A Streptococci; and 

(b) a carboxyi-tesiminal polypeptide that protects the immunogenicity of the 
immunogenic portiojv^herein the carboxy-terminal polypeptide is a reiteration of at least one 
imm^m ogeaitrpolypeptide from the amino-terminal of the immunogenic portion. 




b 



15. (Twice Amended) The 




to claim 12 wherein at 



least one of the immunogenic pol^peptidegTs from a Group A Streptococci serotype selected 
from the groupj^sistlngo^ 3, 4, 5. 6, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 22, 24, 28, 30, 48, 49, 52 and 



16. 



(Twice Amended^^^^ according to claim 12 wherein the 

^oJK^immunogenic portion consists^fsix immunogenic polypeptides, wherein the polypeptides are an 

e Mpi 



ino^enninal^prti^n of at least ^one" M" protein 
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1 7 ■ (Twee Amende 

— ^— er-l-546-wherein-at 



saeTccording to zny one of claims 12 

pgn^j^theJro 



StregtQfioerfT 



G 



19. (Twice Amended) The^aljpepttde-EKicorditig-to zuy one of claims 12 
16 wherein at ieastojae-eflHrimmuno genie polypeptides is from a serotype 13 Group A 
Streptococci 




2L (Twice Amended^^^^^JChe-^JSl^eptide according to fny one of claims 12 
16 wherein atJeast-cfSe^fttie immunogenic polypeptides is from a serotype 22 Group A 
StreptpfioCciT ^ 



^ Strer* 



23. (Twice AmendedX~----3^^ according to eity one of claims 12 

-16 wherein at l§asfrt5Se of the immunogenic polypeptides is from a serotype 28 Group A 




27. (Twice Amended) A composition for pro: 
^^against Group A Streptococci, comprising: 

(a) a recombinant fusion polypepticle/domprising 
(i) a multivalent immunoge: 




m immune response 



portion wherein the immunogenic portion . 
^^A comprises at least two immunogenic polypeptides^the polypeptides comprising at least 1 0 amino 
acids and capable of eliciting an immune response against Group A Streptococci; and 

(ii) a carboxy^rminal polypeptide that protects the immunogeniclty of the 
immunogenic portion, wherein the carboxy-terminal polypeptide is a reiteration of at least one 
immunogenic polypeptide from the amino -terminal of the immunogenic portion; and 
(b) * a pharmaceutical^ acceptable excipient or diluent. 



36. 




(Twice Amended) ^JThe^compositi^ of claims 27 

<q or 30-31 wherein at least one of tihe-immunogenic polypeptides is from a Group A Streptococci 
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serotype selected from the group-consisting of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, \% 22, 24, 28, 



1^#o, .0-31 




37. (Twice Amended) The con^osition-aeeoidiiig-ISTuLy one of claims 27 
wherein the 



the polypeptides ai£ 



immimogeiuc.portibn consists of six immunogenic polypeptides, wherein 
rfimino-terminal portion of at least one M protein. 



38. (Twice^ ^exo mposi l iotl acco r ding !*) any one of claims 27 

01 30-31 wherein atJeagt one of the immunogenic polypeptides is from a serotype 1 1 Group A 
S / StrfiptecCcciT „ — — 





40. (Twice^Aijaended^ The composition according to emy one of claims 27 
or 30-31 whereinat<teast one of the immunogenic polypeptides is from a serotype 13 Group A 
StreptpcogcL 



*\ y \*^P}?!> (Twice Amended)- — ""The composition according to iuiy one of claims 27 

r\\* y-f ^^^^^ 
I ^ or 30-31 wherein atJsasTone of the immunogenic polypeptides is from a serotype 22 Group A 

Streptococ; 



44. (Twice A: 




The composition according to any one of claims 27 



\r\ or 30-31 wherein atieaSfone of the immunogenic polypeptides is from a serotype 28 Group A 
Streptococci, 




Jg^o^ 54. (Amende^^ polypeptide according to any one of claims 12 or 27 
vherein onlyjuredinmunogenic polypeptide is reiterated. 



G 



56- (Amended) The poLypeptide^acc^Fdmg'tcrany one of claims 12 or 27 
wherein the ixnmungg^aie-^ofGon consists of ten immunogenic polypeptides, wherein the 

of a M protein. 



pol; 



5sare an amino-tenninal portion < 



1> 
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